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Mr, Hughes's adherence to the patriotic cause, must have been anterior to that of McDougall, whose name is not to he found in the early proceedings of the associated, until the year 1769; when he become distinctly identified with the radical Revolutionists, and was one of the first to offer his services to the Provincial Congress at the breaking out of the war.
In this respect, Mr. Hughes was little behind him; and the rank which was given him, proves the estimation in which he was held by the Provisional Government. On the 16th of February, 1776, he was appointed to the important office of Commissary of Military Stores for New York, by the Provincial Convention; and shortly afterwards was made Deputy Quarter-Master General of the forces, under the head of that department, Col. Mifflin.
When the army was partly in the city, and partly on Long Island, Col. Moylan, the senior Deputy, was selected to act as aid to the Commander-in-Chief, and the management of the department entirely devolved upon Col. Hughes, who was indefatigable in performing the onerous and responsible duties required of him.
At the battle of Long Island, under his direction, the troops were passed over to the Island, as the exigencies of the day required. The signal for the dispatch of each detachment, being a flag raised on the top of the house at head quarters. And after the retreat was determined on, Col. Hughes received by Joseph Trumbull, the Commissary General, a verbal order from Gen. Washington, to impress every kind of water craft from Hellgate on the Sound, to Speyghten Duyvel Creek, that could be kept afloat, and that had either sails or oars, and have them all in the east harbor of the city by dark.
Secrecy was enjoined as well as dispatch; and although the rendezvous was fifteen miles distant from the anchorage of some of the vessels, they were ready for service at the appointed time. At noon the order was delivered, and at eight o'clock of the evening, such was the celerity of the 46